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 INTRODUCTION

Promina Shrestha facilitated the workshop through which 
these comics were produced.

The workshop engaged participants in practical 
experiences across various comic forms, formats and 
styles. Encouraging everyone to step into each other’s 
creative shoes, fostering an exchange of skills. The 
hands-on exploration was complemented by immersive 
learning, featuring guest lectures from experienced non-
fiction comics professionals from Nepal and abroad.

Moreover,  the objective was to acquaint participants 
with the craft of story pitching,  pitching as artists 
or writers to one another and to publishers, 
offering insights into participants’ legal rights, and 
unravelling the complexities of the publishing process. 

Special thanks are extended to JD Lunt for his invaluable 
facilitation during this workshop. Gratitude is also extended 
to our esteemed speakers, who generously shared their 
diverse expertise in the realms of Non-FIction comics . A big 
shoutout to Nicola Streeten, Shradha Shrestha, Bandana 
Tulachan, Erica Hofman, Dan Archer, Sally Campbell Galman, 
Ita Mehrota, Emily Oliver, and Chitra Venkatarmani for their 
contributions and enriching the workshop experience.

 

This body of work is the output from our 3rd Non-fiction 
graphic comics workshop in March 2023. The narratives 
draw inspiration from personal experiences of Nepali 
authors and artists.



This non-fiction graphic anthology is part of the 
‘BATOGHATO: HIMALAYAN LIVES & LANDSCAPES, AND THE 

ROADS THAT CHANGE THEM’

The project  is a communication initiative focused on a 
research-based graphic novel that delves into the politics 
of road construction in rural Nepal. It aims to catalyze 
discussions on development, democracy, and civil 
society while introducing graphic storytelling to a wider 
audience. Through visual narratives, the novel portrays 
the perspectives of various stakeholders involved in road 
construction, challenging common narratives about its 
consequences. The project involves translation, illustration, 
and collaboration with publishers to ensure accessibility 
and natural dialogue. Led by Stacy Leigh Pigg and a team 
of artists and researchers, ‘Batoghato’ is based on the 
work of the research group ‘Infrastructures of Democracy.’

The project is financially supported by
 the Open Society Foundations (OSF),

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Canada)



The work you see here showcases the story-telling potential 
of comics. When words and images combine in this unique 
format, new ways of understanding open up. The format 
allows the reader to feel a scene, get insides people’s 
heads, and shift points of view. Something almost magical 
happens in the interplay between pictures and text. Perhaps 
this is why the medium lends itself so well to fiction, fantasy, 
and myth. But can this mode of storytelling be leveraged to 
tell true stories, based on memory, research, or journalistic 
investigations? We believe that in can. Following the lead of 
pioneers in the growing area known as “graphic nonfiction” 
and “graphic journalism” we put together a workshop we 
hoped would inspire artists and storytellers here in Nepal to 
try their hand at creating non-fiction comics.

The workshops were both educational and hands-on. The 
writers who came got a crash course in the principles 
behind this form of communication. The artists, for their part, 
got to see a wider range of examples of graphic narrative 
expressions. Journalists and researchers from around the 
world joined the groups via zoom, offering the participants 
a behind-the-curtain glimpse of the processes behind their 
own innovative creations. Equal time was given to learning-
by-doing: fun exercises in visual creativity and storytelling 
primed the imaginative pump for the collaborative projects 
you see here.

Artists were used to dreaming up compelling images, and 
for their part, the writers were comfortable putting words 
into paragraphs. The workshops aimed to ignite a different, 
collaborative creativity for representing life. How could non-
fiction writers start to imagine a story constructed through 
pictures, and foreground imagery over explanation?
How could artists listen for the truths in someone else’s 
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story and then make that truth to come to life through 
imaginative visuals? All of the participants enthusiastically 
took those risks, stepped out of their comfort zones, and 
worked together to see what they could make.

The energy in the workshops was palpable. I came 
away from the experience buoyed by the enthusiasm of 
these wordsmiths and image makers, and excited to see 
what else can come out of the tremendous potential for 
compelling graphic no Stacy L Pigg i nfiction arising from 
Nepali experience.

Dr Stacy Leigh Pigg
Author
Batoghato: Himalayan Lives and Landscapes, 
and the Roads That Change Them 
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