










Introduction 

This body of work is the output from our 4th Non-fiction graphic comics workshop in 

January of 2024. The stories are based on short anthropological research and visual output 

on the everyday life of people living, working or passing in the neighbourhood of Patan. 

This workshop was a purely hands-on experience and practice based, where both artist 

and writer collaborated from the get go, practiced various genres and forms of non-fiction 

comics and at the end screen printed their comic. Promina Shrestha facilitated the 

workshop through which these comics were produced, with help from Erika 

Hoffmann-Dilloway, and Julia Christensen 

12 participants were from Nepal, and eight of the participants were students from Oberlin 

College (United States). While the comics focused on the details of everyday life in Patan, 

the collaborations were international in nature. 
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So�e Bill is an artist from Cincinnati, Ohio who has loved comics their whole life. In her art, 
she enjoys experimenting with cartoonish stylization, imagery, and lighting, and she is 
inspired by the likes of Shirahama Kamome and Fiona Staples. 

Ritu is a writer based in Kathmandu. She enjoys reading and writing �ction. She wants to 
write stories that her nephew will one day love reading. 

Krija is a BFA student at Kathmandu University, specializing in illustration and design. I 
create art with a focus on children and their mindset, using vibrant colors, with minimal 
art-style. My goal is to portray imaginations and convey ideas in a fun and understandable 
manner. Oh! And I also love anything cute and sparkles~ 

Hi I’m Jenna, the writer of this story! I study cinema and anthropology at Oberlin College. 
It was really fun to be collaborating with Krija.

I'm Gigi, a student from Oberlin College and Conservatory in the United States. For this 
project, I worked as an artist in collaboration with Prarthana, who worked as a writer. We 
aimed to illustrate the stories and oral histories of a local family and their community. 

Prarthana (she/they) is a writer and educator from Kathmandu. Currently am are a�liated 
to Queer Youth Group, researching surrounding gender and queerness. Prarthana has a 
degree in Psychology and is also interested to explore the intersections of issues that 
overlap with mental health.

Hi, I'm Nash McBride, a 22 year old student from Oberlin Conservatory. I'm a writer and for 
this comic, I created a more lighthearted story about space woven with the interviews my 
partner and I took. Hope you enjoy!
 
Gaurab Dongol is an artist and illustrator currently enrolled in Sirjana College of Fine Arts’ 
BFA as a Painting major. He strives to experiment with various mediums. Furthermore, he 
draws inspiration from Japanese manga and has worked in creating a couple of one-shot 
comics.

Dosi Weed (he/him) is an illustrator currently completing his BA at Oberlin College. When 
he isn’t drawing, he enjoys working out, birdwatching, and watching cartoons. He 
considers storytelling his passion, and hopes to make his own graphic novels in the 
future. 

Birat Bijay Ojha (he/they) is a poet, writer and educator from Itahari. Passionate about art 
and queer centric writing, Birat won a third place in a poetry competition by UNESCO, 
Nepal in 2023. He also has a new found interest now - writing comics. 
 
Pranika is a writer and human rights professional. Her publications are Bhaav, Ambar Ko 
Dhoon, The Tattler. She is also an editor of 'The Chronicles of Silence' a poetry anthology 
of women sexually assaulted during Nepal's 10-year-long con�ict. Her writings focus on 
identity and rights aspects of Nepali society. 



Juwayria is a second year student at Oberlin College studying psychology and educa-
tion. She is very passionate about advocating for the right to education, especially for 
women and girls. As a South Asian artist, visiting Nepal has been a wonderful and life 
changing experience for her

I am Lakpa Lama Hyolmo, and belong to the indigenous community Hyolmo. I am a 
student pursuing M.Phil/Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology at the Central Department of 
Anthropology, TU. Additionally, I work as a freelance researcher, television program 
producer,and presenter, with a preference for creating ethnography �lms. 

I am Bhedika,  a writer. I am a media graduate and currently enrolled to Masters in 
Anthropology. I love doing photography. I write movie scripts. I am also a media and 
visuals enthusiast with a keen interest in �lmmaking.

Padma Manandhar, is an artist with a computer science background. She is currently 
working as a Youtube Video host and a Designer. She loves expressing herself in the 
form of art, dance and videography. She believe that life is too valuable not to explore 
and try out things you love. 

Bishal Neupane is a student of Anthropology, and aspires to write the stories of bhuim-
anchhe. He also pretends to love reading. 

Ellis Liebeskind-Blaufarb (they/them) is a bilingual writer, artist, and full time anthropol-
ogy student at Oberlin College in Ohio. In their free time they enjoy making chainmail 
jewelry, screenprinting, and exploring nature. 

Spriha, an artist and designer passionate about storytelling through illustration, design, 
photography, and videography, is pursuing her MFA at KU. She �rmly believes that 
immersing oneself in others' stories through reading and watching fosters growth and 
learning. She loves to create. 

Malcolm Bamba is a producer and writer pursuing a degree in Classical Bass Performance 
and Digital Storytelling at Oberlin Conservatory. He's written for NPR's Ideastream, 
produced the award-winning "FOUR: Fabriks of Black Womanhood," and hosts the 
African language cause podcast, "Greetings From." His works focus on subversive cultural 
storytelling through multidisciplinary mediums.  

Swarnima Shrestha, based in Kathmandu, Nepal, is a graphic designer, illustrator, and art 
director. Driven by a passion for typography and illustrations, her work is known for its 
vibrant palette and personal touch. She likes drawing inspiration from her experiences. 
With a keen eye for storytelling, Swarnima brings a fresh perspective to every project. 




















































