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The Mahesh Chandra Regmi Lecture was instituted by Social Science 
Baha in 2003 to acknowledge and honour historian Mahesh Chandra 

Regmi’s contribution to the social sciences in Nepal.

*       *       *
​David N. Gellner  is Professor of Social Anthropology and Fellow of All 
Souls College, University of Oxford. He is currently Head of the School 
of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography, a position he also occupied 
from 2009-2012. His doctoral research (1982-4) was on the traditional 
Vajrayana Buddhism of the Newars and on Newar social organisation 
in the Kathmandu Valley. He has carried out þeldwork in Nepal on 
many subsequent occasions, broadening his interests to include politics, 
ethnicity, and activism; healers, mediums, and popular approaches to 
misfortune; religious change; borderlands; and the interaction of caste, 

class, and culture.

Professor Gellner has published extensively on Nepal, including Religion, 
Secularism, and Ethnicity in Contemporary Nepal​ (co-editor, 2016) and ‘New 
Identity Politics and the 2012 Collapse of Nepal’s Constituent Assembly: 
When the Dominant becomes “Other”’ (Modern Asian Studies, co-author, 
2016), Varieties of Activist Experience: Civil Society in South Asia (editor, 
2010), Nationalism and Ethnicity in Nepal (co-editor, 2008), Rebuilding 
Buddhism: The Theravada Movement in Twentieth-Century Nepal  (co-author, 
2005), The Anthropology of Buddhism and Hinduism: Weberian Themes (2001), 
and Monk, Householder, and Tantric Priest: Newar Buddhism and its Hierarchy 

of Ritual (1992).
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